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From the Principal’s desk 

 
Welcome back to a school year like no other!  The start of any school year brings nervous 

excitement and worry for many of us, and this year we have the added concerns of dealing 

with COVID-19.  Although we are dealing with a global pandemic, the good news is we are 

welcoming students back to our schools this September.  Although school will look and feel 

different for students and parents this year, based on direction from the Ministry of 

Education and Northwestern Health Unit, we have been working diligently over the summer 

to prepare our schools for the safe return of our students and staff.  Some of the enhanced 

protocols in the school will be increased signage within the school, increased hand hygiene, 

an emphasis on respiratory etiquette, enhanced cleaning protocols, cohorting of students by 

class or grade(s), physical distancing while at school, more individualized packages of 

student resources in the classroom where possible, changes to arrival and dismissal 

procedures, all staff will wear eye protection and masks, all students in grades 4-12 will 

wear cloth face coverings and students in grades K-3 will be encouraged to wear a cloth 

face covering if they are able.  Visitors to the school, including parents, will be restricted to 

emergency only.  Our initial focus at school will be on ensuring students feel comfortable 

and safe with their new learning environment and giving them many opportunities to 

practice the new protocols that will be in place to ensure everyone’s safety.  Please visit the 

Board website, it has FAQ section related to school reopening. 

 
How can you help?   

Please help us to keep all students, staff and the larger community safe; do not send your 
child to school if they are feeling unwell and complete the COVID-19 assessment with your 
child daily.  If you child fails the assessment, keep them at home and inform the school 
administration.  Be a role model by practicing and talking to your child about COVID-19 
prevention.  The NWHU has many excellent resources  to support parents (this link is on the 
school webpage).  
  

Communication home will occur by electronic means whenever possible; please continue to 

check the school website for student handbook updates, code of conduct, school newsletters 

and any other school related informational items.     

 

The board website is an excellent resource as well.  Teachers in K-6 will be using the SeeSaw 

platform to communicate with parents, and teachers in grades 7-12 will be using Edsby.  

School staff may also be reached by phone or email.  If you require paper copies, please 

contact the school secretary.   

 
Finally, this year will require all of us to be even more forgiving, adaptable, flexible, and 
compassionate.  I look forward to seeing our students and watching them learn and flourish 
throughout the school year.  

Please visit our website to view the Northwest Health Unit’s guidelines on illness and return to school 

Click on the link “What to do if your Child has Symptoms of Illness” 
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Students are reminded to 

bring a reusable water bottle 

to school. Due to COVID-19 

restrictions, students are not 

permitted to use the water 

fountains, but may fill their 

own reusable bottle with the 

bottle filler. 

REMINDER FOR PARENTS 

Parents are reminded to please contact the 

school if they know of an upcoming absence. If 

this is not possible, please call the office or send 

a note to clear the absence upon your son/

daughter returning to school.  
 

Absences for extended periods of time 

require the approval of Administration.  School 

begins at 8:50 am.  Students need to be in class 

and ready to learn when the 8:50 am bell rings.  

Students who arrive late to class in the morning, 

after lunch, and between classes create 

disruption in the lesson, affecting their own 

Progress, as well as others.   
 

Grade 7 & 8 Safe Arrival Policy:  

Please call the school or leave a message if your 

child will be late or not attending. 

 

Students arriving late must check in at the office 

before going to class. 
 

 

Parents, please ensure you keep the school up to 

date on any pertinent medical 

information for your child.  Part of creating a 

safe learning environment at our school is 

ensuring we are aware and meet the medical 

needs of our students.  If at any time new 

information needs to be shared with us, please 

contact the school office at 597-2703. 

September’s character trait is: 

Respect 

Parent Council 

 

We are looking for parents to join our 

Parent Council 

Please call the school if you are interested 
 

Parent Council meets Thursday, October 1 at 

North Star Community School 

@5:00 p.m. 

     Orange Shirt Day 

       September 30 

Orange Shirt Day is an event that started in 2013. 
It was designed to educate people and promote 
awareness about the Indian residential school 

system and the impact this system had on 
Indigenous communities for more than a century 

in Canada. It is held annually on September 30 
in Canadian communities, with students and 

staff being encouraged to wear an orange shirt 
to school that day.  By honouring the survivors 
of the residential school system in Canada, we 

come together in the spirit of reconciliation and 
hope for the generations to come.  

 
For more information visit 
www.orangeshirtday.org. 

 

September 25 is Concussion Awareness Day 

Rowan’s Law: Concussion Awareness Resources 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/rowans-law-concussion-awareness-resources 

Learn about the Concussion Awareness Resources that amateur athletes, parents, 
coaches, team trainers, and officials are required to review: 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/rowans-law-concussion-awareness-resources

